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A wall relief depicting a fishing scene is found inside the Tomb of
Mereruka, located at Sakkara in northern Egypt.

Picture of a
Land Long Ago
An art student dropped her books,
picked up a sketch pad and
landed in a dig in Egypt's
Necropolis of the Dead.
By Cyndi P. Richardson
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With Egyptomania reaching epi
demic proportions at Memphis
State, and happily infecting the
surrounding Memphis area, Mem
phis State student Earnestine
Jenkins had an enviable oppor
tunity to "dig in" to the source
itself.
As a graduate student in art
history whodid extracurricularexca
vations into books about ancient
Egypt, Ms. Jenkins was chosen to
accompany Dr. Rita Freed, the di
rector of MSU's Institute of Egyp
tian Art and Archeology, to Egypt
itself.
The two women worked with
British archeologists of the Egyp
tian Exploration Society, sharinga
house with eight to ten others, in
Sakkara, on the desert's edge.
Freed recorded and Jenkins
sketched artifacts extracted from a
site where artisans of an ancient
village oncecrafted jewelry, pottery,
and other everyday objects.
With royaltombs now presumably
excavated, more emphasis is placed
on how the common Egyptian lived.
"We want to discover how he
constructed his home, what he ate,
the diseases he contracted, and so
on," Jenkins said.
A daily schedule of arising early,
dressing in layers of old clothing,
piling intoa station wagon to travel
to an ancient sandpile sounds a bit
mundane.
"It wasn't Indiana Jones," Ms.
Jenkins said."But itwas impossible
to forget you were in Egypt." Sak
kara is known as the Necropolis of
the Dead, a giant cemetery initself.
Even the house in where thewomen
boarded was built on top of a tomb.
"Tombs are built right into the
sand. Everywhere you walk, you
walk into remains of some kind,"
Jenkins said.
That feeling of "something says
we're not in Tennessee anymore"
was reinforced the evening a sixfoot long snake dropped into Jen
kins' room with a casual thud.
Jenkins recalledshe exhibitedmore
composure than the nativeservants
who hastily joinedforces to dispose
of the intruder with a large stick.

Earnestine Jenkins, center, pauses during a visit to the Bazaar
Ahmed Shabib with her guide, left, and a member of the Egyptian
family which runs the Luxor shop.

The Stepped Pyramid ofZoser, found at Sakkarain northernEgypt, is
considered to be the oldest stone building built by man.

Even more unnerving was a trek
through the underground Falcon
Galleries in Sakkara, an attraction
not available to the public. With
special permission, two guides and
a flashlight, Jenkins and Freed
explored tunnels containing four
million mummified "sacred" birds,
preserved in jars along the sides
and in adjoining chambers. Walk
ing on mere timbers and planks,
they often stooped through the dark,
confined spaces.
While Jenkins remembers it as a
chilling, claustrophobicexperience,
Freed was enthusiastic about the
adventure.
"What an industry it must have
been to slaughter and retain all
those birds," she said. "I liked the
fact that you knew that few people
had been there since the ancient
Egyptians."
Right outside Cairo stand the
mysterious Great Pyramids. Upon
seeing them at a distance for the
first time, Jenkins was filled with
the universal feeling of awe.
"It's just like they say—you
wonder how they did it," she said.
Upon closer inspection,however,
Jenkins was amazed to note that
the immediate area surrounding
one of the wonders of the world
provides a popular "hangout" for
the Cairo locals.
"There were carriages, horses,
camels, schoolchildren, crowdsand
noise everywhere," she said. Grab
bing a picnic lunchand headingfor
the pyramids on a prettyday seems
to be comparable to picnicking at
the Memphis Zoo here.
The Cairo Museum brought sur
prises as well, with its artifacts
displayed in an almost so-what
manner.
"It resembles a huge warehouse,
with things stacked on top of one
another. It would take days to see it
n page 20.

The Luxor Temple, located in middle Egypt.

Col. Hobson, second from right top row, gathers with his crew outside their MC-130 E transport.

Col. James L. Hobson.

Trouble in Paradise
A daredevil flight gets the troops in Grenada
and brings the coveted Mackay Trophy
to a Memphis State graduate.
By William G. Nixon
4

In thefall of1983 the U.S.endured
a roller coaster ride that plum
meted the country's military forces
through a surprise bombing and
then shot it high with a majorrescue mission within the span of
48 hours.
On Sunday, Oct. 23, a suicide
driver drove a truck full of explo
sives intothe U.S. Marinebarracks
in Beruit, killing 241 men. Then

early Tuesday, Oct. 25, the U.S.
military pulled off a successful res
cue mission of 1,000 Americans,
including students at theTrue Blue
campus of St. George's University
School of Medicine, on the small
Caribbean island of Grenada.
A Memphis State alumnus, Col.
James L. Hobson of the United
States Air Force, played an impor
tant role early in the rescue when

his aircraft was thrustinto the lead
position unexpectedly. Hobson suc
cessfully piloted his C-130 transport
plane through antiaircraft fire to
make a strategic airdrop of Army
Rangers on the island.
As a result of hisflying expertise,
Hobson was awarded the Mackay
Trophy "for the most meritorious
flight of the year" in 1983.
The chief of staff of the Air Force
5

selects the annual winner from
nominees submitted and presents
the award at a ceremony at the
Pentagon. The trophy, on perma
nent display in the National Air
and Space Museum in Washington,
D.C., represents the oldest award
intended exclusively for members
of the Air Force.
"I first knew that something was
up on the Wednesday before the
continued on page 20.

On tlie Otller Side
A visiting professor
pulls back the Iron Curtain
to reveal the mystery of RoiSani|
By William G. Nixon
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An American professor watching
"Moscow on the Hudson," a recent
movie about a Russian whodefects
to the United States, was startled
at the accuracy of a scene set in the
Soviet Union showing people
waiting in a motionless line for
toilet paper.
"I didn't know whether to laugh
or feel sad," he says. "People wait
in line for almost everything over
there. It's a part of life."
The American professor is Dr.
Tom Carlson, an English professor
at Memphis State University, who
experienced waitingin lines during
the two years he lived in Romania,
an Eastern bloc country that lies
behind the Iron Curtain.
Carlson left the United States in
September of 1982 on a leave of
absence from MSU. The Fulbright
Foundation, an organization that
offers foreign exchange programs
for both students and professors,
was sponsoring his two-year excur
sion. Since he was classified as a
working teacher at the University
of Bucharest, Carlson did not
receive diplomatic or other special
privileges. This gave him a unique
opportunity to observe Romanian
culture fromthe viewpointof living
among the Romanian people.
"The people at the American
Embassy used to send journalists
to me or me tothem under thecover
of darkness because I was the
American who was living among
the Romanians and knew what was
going on," he says.
continued, on page 22.

(left)
A 14th century monastery in
Lakesnagov, Romania, 30 km out
side Bucharest. This is the burial
place of Vlad Tepes.
(top)
A gypsy shepherd tends tohis flock
in avalley below theTransylvanian
Alps.
(right)
Dr. Carlson, left, stands with his
family in a courtyard in front of
their apartment building in Buch
arest.
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Shooting for Academic Goals
MSU's new Center for Athletic Academic Services
plays one-on-one with those who need help
making the grade off the field.
By Ed Webb

For the football player who com
pletes the passes but fumbles the
exams, for the basketball whiz who
drops 'em in thenet but misses the
rebound ona research paper, there's
help at Memphis State.
In response to national and com
munity concern over thegraduation
rate of athletes, MSU has estab
lished a Center for Athletic Aca
demic Services, further increasing
its commitment to assist studentathletes to earn their college

degrees.
"This new program is at least
comparable with that offered by
other Division 1-A schools," Dr.
Don Carson, MSU vice president
for student educational services,
said. "We're confident that, with
the system we have now, we can
offer student-athletes the personal
attention and assistance they need
to set and meet academic goals."
Among the services provided by
the Center are registration coun
seling, degree and career planning,
study skills seminars and informa
tion regarding University policies
and procedures. Materials on NCAA
rules andregulations are also avail
able through the Center.
Center director Leroy Sutherland
Jr. reports directly to Dr. Carson
and serves as a liaison to the
University Athletic Committee and
as athleticfaculty representativeto
the Metro Conference and NCAA.
The director and two full-time
staff members will advise the ath
letic director and head coaches con
tinuously as to the academic status
and eligibility of each student
athlete.
The Center for Athletic Academic
Services will also play a vital role
in the recruitment and admission
of each prospect. Each recruit's
potential to earn a degree at Mem
phis State will be analyzed and
reported to the head coach prior to
national signing day.
Each prospect's visit to campus
will include a meeting with an
Athletic Academic Counselor to
learn more about the University's
academic offerings, admission re
quirements, scholarshipsand finan
cial aid programs, as well as an
evaluation of the student-athlete's
high school record.

Richard Jones, left, and Nancy
Carlisle, center, confer with stu
dent-athletes. The Center is part of
MSU's commitment to assist stu
dent-athletes to earn their college

Sutherland and his colleagues
have worked closely with the new
Tiger football prospects over the
last several weekends. "We visited
with each of the 60 or 70 prospects
who visited campus," Sutherland
said. "Our staff explained the new
admission requirements under
NCAA Proposition 48, and how
they affected each prospect."
The Center's staff also works
closely with the Associate Dean of
Admissions in coordinating the ad
mission process for each recruit.
Admission status reports on the
athletes will be provided to the
athletic director and thehead coach
involved.
Comprehensive tutorial services
are available through the Center
for each course in which a studentathlete is enrolled. The service in
cludes referenceand research mate
rials as well as individual group
tutoring. The tutorial program,
which operateson anannual budget
of $25,000, is designed to supple
ment, not replace, the studying and
class preparation of each student.
The Centercurrently has 45 tutors
working with student-athletes, ac
cording toNancy Carlile, academic
counselor at the Center. "The tutors
we have working for us now really
cover the gamut as far as age, sex,
background andexperience arecon
cerned," she says. "We feel this
helps broadenthe student-athlete's
horizons, as well as helping them
learn."
Study halls are conducted each
day and night at the Center. Tutors
are on duty to help students with
problem classes, and a personal
computer for student use will be
installed soon.
If any student-athlete appears to
be in academic trouble, arrange
ments are made to get him or her
into a study hall. The counselors, in
the meantime, monitor the student
by visiting with his/her professors.
Finding out about upcoming tests
and assignments aids counselors
in setting up a program to meet the
needs of the individual.
continued, on page 24.

Many talented artists live for
their work. Harris Sorrelle,sculptor
and long-time professor of art at
Memphis State University lives
with his work.
The artist, whosestone and iron
work sculptures have brought him
regional and national recognition,
has purchased an old elementary
school near Somerville, Tenn., and
converted it into a combination
studio/home for himself, his wife
and their two Weimaraner dogs.
Each room of the one-story schoolhouse has been put to use. One
room for metal working; one room
for woodworking; one room for
stone; one for drawing, one room
for clay,and one room for anoffice.
Pieces of sculpture line the halls,
and are illuminated by lights
Sorrelle installed himself.
The original blackboards have
been left in place so that when an
idea pops into his head, he can go
straight to the blackboard and
sketch out a quick design.
The schoolcafeteria servesas the
Sorrelles' bedroom. The divider
which breaks upthe largeroom is a
piece of Sorrelle's metal sculpture.
The old school kitchen—natu
rally—has been converted into one
of the world's most spaciousfamily
kitchens. The serving line is still
intact and makes an excellent
location to enjoy a cup of coffee.
Art pieces, in various stages of
completion, adorn every room.
From rough chunks of marble and
alabaster, to smoothly polished
figurines—each
tells its own story
of Sorrelle's struggle to bring
generic form to life.
continued, on page 24.

(left)
A clay model looks over Harris
Sorrelle, sculptor and professor of
art at MSU.
(top)
"Monorail," which stands watch
o verthe courtyard of MS U'sCollege
of Communication and Fine Arts,
is an example of Sorrelle's work,
(right)
With toolsin hand,Sorrelle works
on a piece of soapstone that will
become a sitting woman.
ll

Meet the 'R-Team'
MSU's Ranger team has a good time
climbing, hiking, jumping, crawling after
their tough counterparts—
the U.S. Army Rangers.
By Victoria Greer

(top)
A Ranger Team member practices
rappelling.
(right)
Greg Clark, left, leader of the
Ranger Team, applies a coat of
camouflage to a fellow team mem
ber.
(far right)
Survival training is one of the
tests the Ranger Team experiences.
The Ranger Team models its train
ing after the U.S. Army's Ranger
school.

Marching 12 miles or rappelling
from the roof of a six-story building
are things the average person
doesn't do unless absolutely, un
questionably, indubitably neces
sary to maintain life and/or limb.
And sometimes even then some
folks would have to think about it.
The Ranger Team does these
things just for the fun and the
challenge of it. Hardly average,
this elite group of Memphis State
students undergoeseverything from
basic survivaltraining toendurance
testing as part of the requirements
for Ranger school. Greg Clark, a
cadet in MSU's Army ROTC pro
gram, is the leader of the group.
Clark explained the Rangers' pur
pose as a fairly simple one:
"We like to go out and have a
good time. If it's not fun we're
probably not going to do it. It's not
always a barrel of laughs. But it's
good training and we like to give
ourselves challenges like the 12mile road march. It's tough."
"Tough" is probably an under
statement considering that the
Ranger Team models its training
after theArmy's ownRanger school.
While thetraining levelisn't nearly
as intense, chances are that the
challenges are authentic. Capt.
David Yatto, assistant professor of
military sciences and faculty ad
visor of the group, helps make sure
that theauthenticity exists.Having
attended Ranger schoolhimself, he
has first-hand experience which he
brings to the team. Goals of the
continued, on page 25.
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Robbie Jones, left,chief engineer for the Corps of Engineers data field unit, David Berretta, technical assistant
to the chief of the hydraulic branch, and Donald G. Jackson, supervisor of civil engineering in the river
stabilization section, review field data for a section of the Mississippi River.

Keeping Watch
on the River
MSlfs a natural for
studying its cantankerous neighbor,
the Mississippi River.
By Gary Garth

14

One-time riverboat pilot Mark
Twain enshrined it in American
literature.
During the Civil War, thousands
died to secure and hold positions
along its banks.
The Mississippi River—the
Father of Waters that splits and
nourishes America's heartland—
has playeda prominentrole through
out the development of central
North America.
But the Mississippi does much
more than serve theagrarian needs
of the region and provide a major
inland waterway transportation
system. North America's longest

Jackson, left, Jones and Berretta set up a theodolite, an instrument
used to measure angles. The Corps of Engineers is one of several
organizations working with the Center for River Studies.
river also forms a unique valley
system—the Mississippi River
Alluvial Valley. Covering approx
imately 90,000 square miles, the
Mississippi's alluvial valley is the
only one of its size on the North
American continent and only one
of two major alluvial valleys in the
Western Hemisphere.
Taking advantageof its strategic
location along the banks of the
Mississippi, Memphis State has
developed the Center of River
Studies, a program designed to
study the effects and promote the
full usefulness of this unique sys
tem. The center, which has been

developed and is being maintained
as an independent program within
the Herff Collegeof Engineering, is
under the supervision of acting
director Col. Marvin Jacobs. A
long-time civil engineer, Jacobs'
river expertise is recorded at Mud
Island where heaided in the design
and construction of the popular
mile-long scale model of the Mis
sissippi River. The new innovative
program has set out on a long-term
course to examine and study this
fertile valley that meanders for
nearly 1,000 river miles—from
Cairo, 111. to Baton Rouge, La.—
enveloping an estimated 57,600,000
15

acres and cutting a swath through
the breadbasket of America.
The plans behind MSU'sbudding
program began taking shapeduring
the early1970s. "Itactually became
an official reality July 1, 1985,"
said Jacobs, who holds a master of
science degree in civil engineering
from the University of Illinois."But
the thoughts and ideas behind it
were formed around 1972."
The general purpose of thecenter
is to become a recognized national
and international focus of infor
mation, sciencesand applied knowl
edge related to alluvial valley
systems.
Four specific goals have been
developed to allow the center to
achieve that purpose:
1) The development of a compu
terized, center-related data reposi
tory in conjunction with the engi
neering library.
2) Establishment of a public edu
cation program for center-related
issues.
3) Improvement of the overall
educational program at MSU
through advanced-level studies
related to alluvial valley systems.
4) Application of the latest
research techniquesand knowledge
to the Mississippi River Alluvial
Valley.
Under the center's initial fiveyear plan, each of the program's
four main goals are structured
around year-to-year objectives.
The riverstudy program willalso
be involved in research projects,
according to the director. A sample
of potential projectsunder consider
ation bythe centerinclude thestudy
of the existing alluvial valley flood
control system, with the research
directed toward controlled water
retention toincrease cropirrigation
in the valley during months of low
rainfall. Thecultivation of wetland
areas is another inviting engineer
ing problem.
While the program is still in its
infancy, the center has made long
strides toward becoming firmly
established and favorably accepted
by the community.

continued on page 26.

PEOPLE
Billy Hancock:
A Shy Showman
By Ed Webb
The intricacy and beauty of the
exhibits strike the visitor almost
immediately. Each is authentically
reproduced and artfully displayed
to bring Mississippian Indian his
tory to life.
The exhibits are the work of
William H. (Billy) Hancock, one of
the best-kept secrets at the C.H.
Nash Museum/Chucalissa Indian
Village.
Hancock, curator of exhibits at
the Memphis State Universityadministered museum, has worked
behind the scenes at Chucalissa for
nearly 20 years. His reward is the
personal satisfaction he receives
from knowing his displays are

authentic depictions of the Indian
history he has come to love.
The job requires a variety ofskills.
Those Hancock didn'tpossess when
he took the job, he has taught him
self over the years. Roof-thatching,
wheel-turned pottery, air-brushing,
ornamental iron-working and wood
working are just a few of the skills
and techniques he has acquired
and uses in his work.
The thatched roofs Hancock has
done at Chucalissa are authentic
down to the last detail. The thatch
ing is done in Johnson grass, a
grass most Memphians spend time
trying to get rid of, according to
Hancock, but which he prizes. It

Billy Hancock, Chucalissa mu
seum curator,makes anadjustment
in the chief's headdress.

takes three to four weeks to thatch
a small hut, which is not that long
when one considers that the roof is
completely waterproof and will last
from 10 to 15 years.
Hancock also takes department
store mannequins and turns them
into Mississippian figures for use
in the hut exhibits at the village
site. Although he has made fiber
glass mannequins from "scratch,"
he says thedepartment store variety
are hard to equal. "They make a
much better mannequin for a lot
less money," he said. A little airbrushing, make-upwork, an authen
tic costume and Mississipppian
ornaments, and the life-like figures
look ready to take off.
Many of the medallionsand head

dresses adorning the figures are
the result of painstaking research
by Hancock. Although it is unusual
for one person to do the work from
researching the project all the way
to the finished product, itgives him
a feelfor what heis creatingthat he
simply couldn't get constructing
something from someone else's
directions.
At home, Hancock might well be
described as a "jack-of-all-hobbies."
He doesn'tdo thingssimply because
everyone else is doing them, nor
does he refrain from doing things
because almost no one else is doing
them. Everythingfrom instrumentmaking to bee-keeping to blacksmithing to furniture-making to
stained glass windows. . .Hancock

Criminal Law Expert
Takes Charge
at MSU Law School

Former Louisiana State Univer
sity law professor Francis C.
"Frank" Sullivan has taken the
reins as dean of the Cecil C. Hum
phreys School of Law at MSU.
Serving asassociate dean is MSU
law professor Janet LeachRichards.
Sullivan, who spent the fall
semester as a visiting professor of
law at the University of California
at Los Angeles, was a professor of
law at LSU since 1966. He also held
the positions of acting dean and
associate dean for the LSU law
school.

likes to keep busy working with his
hands;
The dulcimersand Irish lap harps
he produces are his love; they are
his passion. And Billy Hancock
only wishes the rest of the world
would discover their beauty as he
has.
Each dulcimer takes approxi
mately 25 hours to build from wood
he personally selects. He was intro
duced to the instrument by his
cousin, Elliot Hancockof Mountain
View, Ark., and learned to play it iii
a class at Memphis State. He con
tinues to build a few each year,
giving away more than he sells.
Billy Hancock—curator, crafts
man and music-maker—Chucalissa's man behind the exhibits.

In addition, Sullivan served asa
Distinguished Visiting Professor of
Law and acting director of the Cen
ter for Criminal Justice Policy and
Management at the University of
San Diego from 1981-82, and during
1979-80 was a Distinguished Visit
ing Professorof Law at the Univer
sity of Oklahoma.
A graduate of Loyola University
of Chicago, where he received his
bachelor of science and juris doctor
degrees, Sullivan received his LL.M.
from New York University. Among
the administrative posts he has
held are the directorship of the
Comparative Studyof the Adminis
tration of Justice, a Ford Founda
tion Project, since 1962; director of
LSU's Instituteof Continuing Legal
Education, which he founded, and
director of the Louisiana Criminal
Justice Program since 1970, which
he also founded.
A formercaptain in the U.S.Army
Counter-intelligence Corps, Sulli
van has served as a consultant for
the U.S. State Department, the
Illinois Judicial Conference and the
Louisiana Commission on Law En
forcement and Criminal Justice.

'Action Anthropology'
Aiding Human
Problems Nets a
Major Award for MSU

A Memphis State research group
received international recognition
for its work with Memphis Light,
Gas & Water and the Binghampton
neighborhood near midtown Mem
phis.
The Center for Voluntary Action
Research (CVAR) won a Praxis
Award from the Washington Asso
ciation of Professional Anthro
pologists (WAPA),the largestgroup
of practicing anthropologistsin the
world.
The center,established in1982, is
located in the departmentof anthro
pology at Memphis State.The staff
responsible for the award includes
Dr. Stanley Hyland,Bridget Ciaramitaro, Rosalind Cottrell and Dr.
Charles Williams Jr.
Chosen from international en
tries, the award cites excellence in
the application of anthropological
knowledge tohuman problems.The
center's award was for the dra
matic results achieved in a weatherization delivery program designed
to reach low-income neighborhoods.
The Binghampton project began
in 1983 when MLG&W contacted
the center to jointly develop a new
approach to their weatherization
program. Based on what is called
"action research," they discovered
energy problems linked to employ
19

ment, crime, health and housing
concerns.
Working with MLGW, the center
organized a coalition of agenciesto
address theseproblems. TheN-ACT
(Neighborhood-Agency Coordinat
ing Team) group, composed of 11
agencies, worked with neighbor
hood groups in addressing com
munity concerns. Besides increas
ing participation in the weather
ization program, theagency-neigh
borhood coalition reopened a neigh
borhood school, attached a summer
jobs program foryouth and created
a smallbusiness toconduct weather
ization.
"The power of the coalition was
evident even during its formation,
because of the spirit of cooperation
between participating agencies,"
said Ciaramitaro, coordinator at
the center.
The center was the only univer
sity-based group to enter the compe
tition. Awardapplicants areusually
practitioners in the field, rather
than in a university. According to
Williams,, co-director at the center,
CVAR is a university programcon
cerned with community and neigh
borhood development. "It's clear
that actionanthropology isvaluable
to Memphis," he said, while point
ing out that four of the N-ACT
agencies' representatives are prac
ticing anthropologists.
Rosalind Cottrell, a graduate
student at the time of the project,
found working with neighborhood
groups on important grassroots
issues the most satisfying part of
her university education.
On receiving the award in Wash
ington, Hyland said, "Many of the
questions on the project focused on
the interaction between a major
utility and small groups." Hyland
said he feels that this joint effortis
a modelthat hasnational andinter
national implications for other
universities and cities.
The center is currently trans
planting the N-ACT approach in
the Frayser area and evaluating
the approach to problems in rural
Fayette County.

Egypt, and she said she feels a
concern for problems facing their
continued preservation. Pollution
is leaving itsugly, modern-day mark
on the monuments that have stood
for centuries.
"Egypt belongs to everyone and
we should all feel responsible to
preserve the monuments," shesaid.
continued from page 5.

Paradise
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continued from page 3.

Picture
For those of us who won't get to
tour the wonders of Egyptfirsthand
in the near future, the Institute of
Egyptian Art and Archeology pro
mises enough events and sights to
keep us happy right here in modernday Memphis.
Scheduled for completion is a
wing of the University Gallery built
exclusively toexhibit 150antiquities
and decorated in Egyptian colorsof
red ochre and blue.
And then there's Iret-Irew, the

The Rammaseum, located at
Luxor in middle Egypt. The Ram
maseum was built by Ramesses II.

celebrated mummy who arrived at
Memphis State in January and re
poses inthe Gallery, with his ornate
mask and mummy case.
Climaxing the events featuring
Egyptian art and archeology will
be the Ramesses II Exhibition
slated for April 1987. Freed is
currently writing a catalog for the
long-awaited exhibition.
Earnestine Jenkins was left with
an indelible impression of the en
during majesty of the sights in
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mission," Hobson says."I was told
to keep daily updates on aircraft,
equipment, and personnel, but I
wasn't told there was going to be a
mission."
Hobson, then a lieutenantcolonel,
was stationed at Hurlburt Field
near Fort Walton Beach, Fla., and
noticed an unusualitem in theFort
Walton Beach Playground Daily
News on Sunday, Oct. 23. An Asso
ciated Press story quoted the leader
of Grenada's military junta, Gen.
Hudson Austin, as accusing the
U.S. of inventing reports that U.S.
citizens living on the island were in
danger and that U.S. forces were
planning an invasion of theisland.
That afternoon Hobson was told
there would probably be a mission
in the next day or so, but his com
manding officer did not give him
any details as to exactly when or
where it would take place.
On Monday morning Hobson
found out that he and his crew
would be taking offfor Hunter Army
Field in Savannah, Ga., to pick up
Army Rangers, an eliteforce similar
to the Green Berets. Later that after
noon, Hobson was briefed at a
meeting in Savannah of thedetails
of the mission.
"The plan was for me to land my
plane on an incomplete airstrip at
Point Salines, on the southwest tip
of the island at 5:30 Tuesday
morning, ahalf hour after two other
planes had dropped paratroopers
to secure the airstrip," Hobson
recalls.
"We took off at 8 Monday night
and headed out over the Atlantic
Ocean carrying 41 Rangers,includ

ing the battalion commander, and
a jeep. We had to refuel inflight
south of Puerto Rico after midnight.
We arrived at Grenada at about 4
early Tuesday morning and went
into a holding pattern about 75
miles west of the island."
The two C-130 transports ahead
of Hobson's left formation to fly in
and make their scheduled airdrops
at 5 a.m., but the lead aircraft's
navigational system broke down.
"A navigational computer relies
upon readings from a sensitive
gyroscopic platform that tell it the
exact position the aircraftis flying
on a preprogramed flight pattern,"
Hobson said. "This platform is
sensitive to heat and requires a
cooling fan to maintain a prescribed
temperature so it doesn't burn up.
"When the aircraft was loaded in
Savannah, equipment and duffel
bags blocked some vents that carry
cool air to the fans, which caused
them to burn up. With no cool air
blowing on the platform, it over
heated and knocked out the navi
gation system."
It was as if the same gremlins
that sabotaged helicopters during
the unsuccessful rescue attempt of
the U.S. hostages in Iran had come
back to haunt the U.S. military.
The leadaircraft had two options
—either fly in and try to navigate
visually, or call a 'no-drop.' The
weather was bad that morning,
making it almost impossible to
navigate visually, forcing the pilot
to call a no-drop, thus placing
Hobson in the lead position.
One mile from the airstrip a
searchlight was turned on Hobson's
aircraft and the elementof surprise
was lost. His plane was greeted
with a barrage of antiaircraft fire
and ground fire from Cuban sol
diers.
"The Cubans knew we were
coming," Hobson says. "They were
ready with a searchlight and anti
aircraft fire. They had placed 50gallon oil drums along the runway
and had parked trucks perpendic
ularly on it, making a landing
impossible."

Gen. Charles A.Gabriel, Chief of Staff,United States Air Force, left,
presents the coveted Mackay Trophy"for the most meritorious flight of
the year," to Col. James L. Hobson.
Hobson flew his plane in at 500
feet and encountered flak bursts
and ground fire exploding over his
aircraft, buthe maintaineda steady
path over the airstrip. Inside the
transport the Rangers readiedthem
selves for the unscheduled drop
which had never been tried before
in combat from such alow altitude.
A normal drop for a person para
chuting as a sport is from 10,000 to
15,000 feet, giving a person up to
three minutes floating in the air or
three minutes of canopy timebefore
reaching the ground. This gives
him plenty of time to activate a
reserve chute should the main one
fail. Military paratroopers usually
make most of their drops at around
a thousand feet.
A drop from 500 feet gives a
paratrooper only10 to15 secondsof
canopy time before reaching the
ground, making it harder for them
to be hit by enemy fire but elim
inating any time to open a reserve
chute.
After a harrowing,but successful
drop run over the airstrip, Hobson
dropped to an altitude of only 100
feet to avoid concentrated fire at
the end of the runway. He then
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veered out over the ocean and
escaped the area, rapidlyascending
to a thousand feet.
All 41 Rangers survivedthe peril
ous drop and were able to quickly
secure the airstrip and airport at
Point Salines.This openedthe door
for major military forces to enter
Grenada.
The Rangers were met by welltrained Cuban soldiers armed with
AK-47 Soviet automatic rifles,
proving that joint Soviet-Cuban
military bases did exist in the
Caribbean.
By Thursday, Oct. 27, 5,000
American troops were on Grenada
and had successfully secured the
entire island, rescuing every Amer
ican on it.
The U.S. had acted on a formal
request by six Caribbean nationsto
use military force on Grenada to
remove Cuban forces which had
begun constructing a military in
stallation.
In a presidential address shortly
after the rescue, President Reagan
said "Grenada, we were told, was a
friendly island paradise for tour
ism. Well it wasn't,it was a SovietCuban colony being readied as a

major military bastion to export ter
a desk in a coat and tie. He is an
of students said, 'How many fam
rorism and underminedemocracy."
articulate man with a warm per
ilies live in this house?' and I got
Col. Hobson's everyday life at
sonality filled with compassion for
very embarrassed. I looked at the
the Naval War College in Newport,
a repressed people with whom he
pictures some months later and
R.I., where he iscurrently stationed,
lived in a country no larger than
realized . . . well, it was a good
is notas daredevilishas the mission
the state of Oregon.
question. In Romania fourdifferent
he flew in Grenada. He is currently
Carlson and his family, his wife
families would live in my house."
enrolled in a senior officer course
Mo and his two children Daniel
Carlson's dutiesat theUniversity
offered to only 12 Air Force officers
consisted of teaching and trans
a year to study various military
lating contemporary Romanian
strategies.
poetry into English.
Hobson became interested in
"I was in the foreign-language
flying as a result of growing up
faculty teaching in English to stu
with a father who wasan Air Force
dents who were English majors.
pilot. He joined the Air Force in the
My students were very well pre
summer of 1965 after he graduated
pared. They were good writers and
from Memphis State, where he
were very well read," he says.
received a bachelor of science degree
"Romanian college students are
in biology.
obsessed with American culture.
He was shipped out to Williams
The best thing we have to export
Air Force Basein Arizona where he
and the thing weexport the most is
completed his pilot training in a
our culture and our language. They
year.
would kill fora pair of blue jeans. A
Two years later Hobson found
pair of Levi's can be sold on the
himself in Vietnam flying combat
black market from anywhere be
missions similar tothe one he flew
tween $75 and $100. A blue jean
in Grenada. After his year-long tour
jacket will sell for about $125.
in Vietnam he bounced around the
Cassettes of rock-n-roll are also in
country at different Air Force bases
high demand. In 1983 a Michael
in conjunction with various assign
Jackson tape could have probably
ments, and was eventuallyassigned
gotten you open heart surgery."
to Hulburt Field near Fort Walton
Carlson and his wife tookseveral
Beach, where he was operations
A Romanian peasant woman
tapes with them to Romania and
officer and commander of the 8th
wearing the typical medieval attire.
students were constantly wanting
Special OperationsSquadron at the
to borrow them to make copies since
time of theGrenada rescue mission.
and Winnie, lived in an apartment
Western music is banned by the
In the summer of 1985 Hobson
that belonged to the University of
government.
received his assignment to the
Bucharest. Theapartment consisted
"The people are very curious
Naval War College where he will
of two bedrooms, one and a half
about Western ideas, life-styles,
stay until he graduates this
baths, a living room,and a kitchen;
and culture. That's basically what
summer. With him are his wife
a floor plan that would seem modest
I taught—American culture, not
Diane, also an MSU alumna, and
in the United States but is con
just American literature," he says.
the younger of his two daughters,
sidered quite large for just one
"I taught American architecture,
Shannon. His daughter Carey is in
family in Romania.
painting, and popular culture. I
Nashville where she is a sopho
"There areno houses as we know
had standing room only in my
more at Vanderbilt University.
them in Bucharest," Carlson says.
classes and mostly students who
"Almost all Romanians live in
weren't enrolled in my course but
apartments orold homes of pre-war
continued from page 7.
sneaked in because they were so
wealthy families,great palaces that
fascinated by our culture.They were
have been carved up into several
especially desperate to know what
apartments.
has happened over the last 15years
Carlson is an average-size man
"In fact I took pictures of my
when the Iron Curtain really came
who sports a beard and wears
house in mid-town Memphis toshow
down."
glasses that give him a scholarly
my students. I thought they would
Romanians don't receive much
look. You would expect to find him
be interestedto see how an ordinary
news about what is going on in the
in a casual sweater lecturing in
American lives. I showed them the
West since Western publications
front of a class rather than behind
pictures the first day and a couple
are banned by the government
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along with Western music. Carlson
says both are officially banned
because of ideological reasons, but
it can really be attributed to the
country's poor economy. The
government simply can't afford to
pay Western companies for their
exports.
"When they have so few dollars
to invest in their industry they are
not going to spend $10 million buy
ing Levi jeans for their people,"
Carlson says. "The black market
flourishes because of this great
demand for Western goods that
aren't openly available."
Even though Romania liesbehind
the Iron Curtain,Carlson saysthere
is little Soviet influence to be seen
by the naked eye in Bucharest.
"The most obvious day-to-day
Soviet objects you seein that culture
are the trucks they drive and the
AK-47 rifles the Romanian militia
use. But theRomanians are fiercely
proud that they arethe onlyEastern
bloc country without Soviet troops
stationed on their soil."
Carlson says they are dominated
in every aspect of their lives by
Soviet influence and by the Soviet
model of government imposed on
them by their leader, President
Nicolae Ceausescu (pronounced
chow-chesca). "The Romanians
know full wellthat if they displease
the Soviets in any real way, Soviet
tanks and troops will arrive in
Bucharest within 48 hours."
Carlson notes that thereis agreat
paradox existingin thecommunism
in Eastern Europe. "Romania as
well as other Eastern bloc countries,
such as Poland and Hungary, are
members of international com
munism which teachesthe opposite
of nationalism. But thereis a fierce
nationalism trumpeted in every
single Eastern European country.
It's tolerated by the Soviets. But if
it gets out of hand and nationalism
turns into independence move
ments, that is when the Soviets
move in."
Carlson compares the paradox
with an old Romanian proverbthat
reads: "It is all right to sleep with a

bear just aslong asthe bear doesn't
roll over."
"The Romanians know they are
sleeping with a bear,"Carlson says.
"The largest common border to
Romania is the Soviet Union. The
Romanians know they can do what
ever they like in bed with the bear
just as long as they don't disturb
him and cause him to roll over."
Carlson found the nature of the
Romanians tobe just asparadoxical
as their system of communism.
Since it'sa lawin Romania that the
content of any conversation with a
foreigner, especially an American,
must be reported tothe government,
most Romanians will not bother to
speak at all. Those who do will tell
the usual anti-regime jokes but will
not openlycriticize thegovernment.
"The street layout in the city of
Bucharest is like a spaghetti maze
and the streets are a metaphor of
how things are donein Eastern Eu
rope. Nothing travels in a straight
line," Carlsonsays. "The Romanian
people are strong in their beliefs
but their conversation style is sim
ilar to their streets. They simply
won't comeright outand say things
directly."
The history of the Romanian
people reads like a guest book at a
Holiday Inn. One aggressor after
another has checked in and out of
Romania as if he had reservations.
Starting with the great Roman
Empire, through 400 years of
Turkish occupation, through the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the
Bulgarians, the Germans in World
War II, and then the Russians up to
the present, Romanians have been
occupied for the last 2,000 years. As
a result they missed such things as
the Renaissance, the Reformation,
and the democratic revolutionsthat
swept the world during the 17th
and 18thcenturies. TheRomanians
have practically never experienced
independence. They have survived
by learning to tolerate whatever
system of government happened to
be in control.
However, Romania is notwithout
its folk heroes. About the only
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Romanian leader who was able to
resist the invasion of the Turkish
Empire was a bloody figure named
Vlad Tepes, which means "Vlad
the Impaler"in English. Hisfather
was Vlad Dracul,from whom Bram
Stoker got the name for the main
character of his famous vampire
novel "Dracula."
Vlad Tepes got his nickname by
actually impalinglive Turks by the
hundreds on wooden stakes and
planting themin theground around
his castle.After centuries of looting
and invasion, there was little tol
erance toward the Turks.
"There are stories that would
make a Hollywood producer drool,"
Carlson says. "He was a bloody
figure but he didn't bite people's
necks.
"There are old woodcuts of three
Turkish emissaries comingto Vlad
Tepes to try to make him surrender.
You see in the woodcuts the three
Turkish emissaries wearing their
turbans in his presence. In aseries
of panels that follow, Vlad Tepes
ordered the Turks taken out of his
sight and had their turbans nailed
to their heads.
"It makes you wonder why the
Romanians don'texploit Vlad Tepes
as a tourist attraction," Carlson
says. "But I think they are a little
resentful of what Westerners have
done to their hero by turning him
into a bloodthirsty vampire. It's
like taking George Washington or
Abraham Lincoln and giving them
fangs, orportraying Davy Crockett
or Daniel Boone as bloodthirsty
Indian killers."
From Carlson's testimony of his
two-year stay in Romania, it is
apparent that Romanians live in a
culture that is largely an opposite
of American culture. But in spite of
this, Romanians are just ordinary
people trying to survive in this
world under tougher conditions
than the averageAmerican is used
to.
But Americansdon't haveto sleep
with a bear.

continued from page 9.

land. "Many of the former athletes
will be personally contacted, ad
vised of their degree status and
encouraged to return to school.
Counselors alsoaccompany Tiger
"Former athletes will receive the
teams on road trips as often as same servicesas thosecurrently on
possible, to help players cope with scholarship," he said. "At present,
the rigors of being both a student
there are between 15 and 18 who
and an athlete. Players are encour have come back and are taking
aged to study as much as possible advantage of our services. Several
while they are on the road.
of them are expected to graduate
Sutherland said: "Our goal is to
this spring."
take the student-athlete from his
The University has also commis
recruiting period to the time when sioned a study by Dr. Jerry N.
he has his degree in his hand and
Boone, former MSU vice president
beyond. The administration has for academic affairs and professor
made a total commitment to pro
of psychology, to studythe problem
vide student-athletes with a favor of athletes who play out their eligi
able environment for academic bility without receiving theirdegree.
success."
The study, currently underway, is
The staff of the Center will also
expected to take more than a year
closely monitor student-athletes' to complete.
attendance, attitude and perfor
Boone's study is designed to do
mance in individual classes.
more than simply document the
In addition, the director and his lives of formerstudent-athletes who
staff will meet with each of the failed to receive their degrees. The
MSU coaches prior to recruiting ultimate purpose of the study is to
season to discuss admission re design, test out, and then dissem
quirements, as well as NCAA rules inate methods of helping thesestu
and regulations. Comprehensive dents if characteristic problems are
manuals covering every facet of identified.

Academic Goals

MSU life have been prepared for
each coach so that, when visiting
with prospects and their families,
all the information they need will
be rightthere with them, Sutherland
said.
Although most of the work of the
Center for Athletic Academic Ser
vices is designed to aidthe studentathletes while they are enrolled at
MSU, the work does not end there.
The Center will provide guidance
in resume writing, employee inter
views and preparation of University
job placement files. The job place
ment service remains available to
them after graduation.
The counseling services will also
be open to former student-athletes
who want to resumetheir education
at MSU or at another institution.
The Center has added a third
academic counselor, Richard D.
Jones, who is responsible for re
viewing the records of former ath
letes to determine what they need
to graduate, according to Suther

continued from page 11.

Schoolhouse
Sculptor
Mostly, he deals with the human
form, saying that he has always
had great admiration for figure
sculpture. "Most abstract works
don't say as much as the human
forms, and the better abstractions
have always revealed figures to me
most of the timeanyway." Hisideas
are tangible,and thereis identityto
his style and the subjects of his
work.
Sorrelle plans to retire from teach
ing soon,and figures his "studio"is
just the place for an artist to work
and enjoy retirement. When asked
what heis workingon now, Sorrelle
replies, "Well, mostly I'm working
on this place. My daughter plans to
be married out here, so I've got to
get the place cleaned up for the
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wedding."
His wife Shirley, to whom he has
been married for morethan 30years,
also likes their new surroundings,
despite the fact that they have to
get up every morning at 4:30 to
make it to Memphis on time for
work. The 55-mile drive only gets
bad on real cold mornings, accord
ing to Sorrelle."Some mornings we
really don't say too much until we
get about half-way into town," he
says laughingly.
Sorrelle's future plans for the
schoolhouse includeconverting the
old outdoor basketball court into a
tennis court to go along with the
pool he installed last summer. The
pool proved to be more economical
than trying to air condition the
spacious dwelling.
Conducting summer classes for
aspiring artists is also something
he hopes is a future possibility. He
may even consider renting studio
space to other artists if the demand
is there.
His latest major creation was a
commissioned work done for the
Holiday Inn in Decatur, Ala., that
isowned and operated by agroup of
Memphis businessmen.Sorrelle was
commissioned to develop an eightfoot statue for the hotel's atrium.
To prepare his design, Sorrelle

Harris Sorrelle

worked with the owners in deter
mining the materials and shape of
the hotel, as well as the activities
and flavor of the community and
the nearby Alabama Space and
Rocket Center. The result is a twopiece sculpture that draws the eye
and mind of the viewer from the
bottom of the hotel's atrium to the
top, some four floors away.
Titled "Stargazers,"the sculpture
consists of two figures, formed from
joined limestoneshapes. The figures
are gazing skyward at an abstract
universe of welded copper and
bronze that hangs 20 feet from the
top of the atrium.
Similar considerations were in
volved when Sorrelle did "Mono
rail" in 1968, a work commissioned
by MSUfor displayin thecourtyard
of the College of Communication
and Fine Arts. Seatedatop themetal
structure, racing along on a rail of
steel, six figures—one with an arm
resting on his propped-up leg,
another sitting primly with crossed
feet and folded hands, two leaning
close together like lovers—are car
ried along with no real control over
their destiny.
The ridersthemselves areangular
abstractions, faceless creatures,
barely discernible as being male or
female. Each is fashioned from
sheet copper cut into squares and
rectangles and welded into hollow
shapes, then brazed with bronze.
Almost everyone who sees the
sculpture interprets it a little dif
ferently. Thefact that one person is
reminded of a classroom setting,
another of a theater, a third of a
train, doesn't bother Sorrelle. "I
thought that was one of the possi
bilities of the design, that it could
be interpreted in different ways,"
he says. "I left it to people's imag
ination to decide what it means to
them."
Sorrelle himself sees the piece as
a symbol of fast-paced modern
society, and the way our lives are
controlled by it. "The design is
especially appropriate for the loca
tion because education is supposed
to counteract that sortof thing," he
says.

He also did the 20-foot Yellow
Fever Memorial that stands in
Martyrs Park near the river bluff.
The concrete and welded bronze
structure honors the men and
women who nursed the sick in the
yellow fever epidemic of the late
1870s. The figures, supported be
tween a gate-like structure, tran
scend race, creed and national
origin to depict the essence of
human suffering.
Sorrelle laughs when he recalls
putting the final touches on the
memorial. "A mother and child
walked up, and thechild said,'Mom,
why are they so ugly?' Out of the
mouth of babes I guess," he says,
realizing the frailty of his craft.
Other major commissions include
sculptures for Methodist Hospital
North, Temple Anshe Emeth,
Louisiana State University Dental
School, Delta State University and
the Herland-Whig Newspaper in
Quincy, 111.
Sorrelle would be uncomfortable
in any field of art other than
sculpture. As a young Memphis
student he had studied painting.
He wentto the University of Georgia
for graduate study in painting. But
under the tutelage of his teacher,
Leonard Delonga, hebegan to think
in three-dimensional terms. He
joined the art faculty of Memphis
State in 1962, and originated the
University's sculpture program in
1965.
Harris Sorrelle's daily presence
will be missed around the halls of
MSU's art department after he
retires. Certainly his work will
ensure that he is never forgotten.
But, what may be most remembered
by his students and colleagues
about this quiet, unassuming artist
is his genuine sincerity and lovefor
helping others understand the
beauty of self-expression through
art.
continued from page 12.

4R-Team'
Ranger Team, however, don't quite
match those of the Rangers,accord
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ing to Yatto.
"The Rangers don't try to build
you up. They try to tear you down.
Memphis State's Ranger Team
accomplishes threethings: first, we
have fun; second, we learn some
thing about what Ranger school is,
so when and if they go there they
don't have culture shock; third, we
learn someadvanced militaryskills.
And whileit's notnearly as grueling
as the actual 58-day school, it
acquaints the students with the
requirements."
Memphis State's Ranger Team,
while sponsored by the University's
Army ROTC program, doesn't re
quire ROTC enrollment for partici
pation. Although several members
of the group are in ROTC, just as
many aren't. The group provides
its members with a noncommitted
way to get involved in the ROTC
program.
"It's a chance for those who get
involved in the program to get a
little ahead in the training," said
Clark. "They get exposed to M16
weapons and other equipment. If
they get into the ROTC program
they have a bit of an edgewhere the
training is concerned because
they've already done it."
Training for the Ranger Team
isn't always formal. It can be as
serious asa Field Training Exercise
(FTX) in Shelby Forest or as friv
olous as a session of "Find the
Terrorist" on campus. But both
serious and frivolous are a legiti
mate part of training. "Find the
Terrorist" was an exercise where
the RangerTeam, armedwith radios
and water pistols, divided into two
groups and tried to locate other
Army ROTC members. It taught
the basics of radio use and move
ment in team formation.
The FTXin Shelby Forest allowed
team members to use rappelling
abilities learned on the Memphis
Fire Department's training tower;
taught them trap setting for small
game; exercised their coordination
in using simple rope lines to cross
over streams and ditches; tested
their sense of direction through
patrols during the day and night;

and, of course, gave the team a
chance to spend a couple of nights
camping out.
If the Rangers aren't tracking
down terrorists or spendingtime on
an FTX, they could always be
making friends with M-16 rifles
and machine guns.
"It's fun to goout there and shoot
blanks," Clark said. "Nobody gets
hurt. Plusyou get the trainingvalue
and plus you get that sound. It's
better than going out and saying,
'Bang, bang, you're dead.' So it
adds a lot to training."
Training is as much a mental
activity as a physical one, and the
Rangers provide for that, too.
"We try to give a person respon
sibility out in thefield," said Clark.
"The thingis togive him the chance
to get up in front of people and
make something happen—as op
posed to just being a follower all the
time. Nobody likes to just hump
through the woods and follow the
guy in front of you all the time.
That's fun for a little while, but
then that gets old. We like to rotate
our leadership to give everybody a
sense of responsibility. And we
always try to hit the leader with the
unexpected."
Reactions to the unexpected are
usually gauged more by their deci
siveness than their value.
"If you do something and do it
wrong that's better than justsitting
there and doing nothing at all,"
emphasized Clark."You canalways
correct what's wrong, as long as
the other guys dosomething wrong.
"But if they don't do anything
it's hard to correct that," he said.
"We want to makeeverybody think
fast."
continued from page 15.

Keeping Watch
Jacobs points out that several
establishments will bebenefited by
working with thecenter. "Thereare
a lot of organizations which we
think will have a linkage with the
center. Every time we've gone to
one of these organizations and

described the center to them, we
find they are very, very interested."
Local organizations which have
expressed an interest includeAgricenter International, the Memphis
Uniport Association, Mud Island
Park and Museum, the Tennessee
Department of Transportation, the
Tennessee Safe Growth Program,
the Chickasaw Basin Authority,
the Memphis and Shelby County
Port Commission, the City of
Memphis and Shelby County,
Memphis Light, Gas and Water,
the Tennessee Valley Authority,
the Memphis Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Consulting
Engineers of Memphis.
The Mississippi River Alluvial
Valley not only includes the natural
flow of the river but also the entire
watershed of the many tributary
streams. Along with millions of
acres offertile farmland,other char
acteristics of the Mississippi's
alluvial valley include good wildlife
habitat, excellent waterway trans
portation systems, an abundant
supply of subsurface water and a
temperate climate. The center's
main thrustincludes allareas which
are water-relatedin connection with
the valley system.
The Mississippi River and the
alluvial valley it forms affects mil
lions of people, locally, nationally
and internationally. As MSU's
Center for River Studies develops
and expands, it will have a similar
wide-ranging effecton various bus
inesses and organizations.
In agriculture—a multi-billion
dollar industry that affects every
one—the center's studies would
include flood control, erosion pre
vention, pollution control, irrigation
resources, wetland cultivation and
similar areas. Jacobs stressed the
important link between the agrar
ian industryand thealluvial valley.
"You can't talk about agriculture in
this area without bringing in the
nature of the alluvial valley and
the streamthat makes that alluvial
valley—the Mississippi River," he
said.
"In urban areas," the director
continued, "the center's involve

ment would include drainage sys
tems, water-related land use con
trols, flood flow evaluation and
water supply systems, to name a
few."
The alluvial valley formed bythe
lower half of the Mississippi serves
as a massive geographicaldrainage
basin that serves approximately
two-thirds of theUnited States—an
area stretching from the Appala
chian Mountains to the Rocky
Mountains. Indescribing thevalley,
Jacobs compared the system to a
large funnel.
"We live in the stem of this
funnel," he said. "The stem is
roughly 1,000 river miles long and
it collects the waters of the entire
Mississippi system. These waters
are collected from a point far from
the Gulf of Mexico (Cairo, 111.) then
they have to be delivered to the
Gulf. They're delivered in thisstem
of the funnel and that stemis called
an alluvial valley.
"There are only a few valleys of
this sizein theworld," hecontinued.
"The Nile River is the mostfamous.
The only other alluvial valley sys
tem comparable in size in this
hemisphere isthe Amazon system."
With the development of the
Center for River Studies, MSU has
created a program unlike any other
nationwide. "Each statehas awater
resources research center, but to
our knowledge there is no program
that is the same as the one here,"
Jacobs said.
Two goals not cited as part of the
five-year proposal are to install a
permanent director and full-time
staff and establish externalfunding
for the center.
"As the program exists right now
the funding is coming from
Memphis State,"Jacobs said."And
the source of funding must change.
The present director has the job of
getting the program started, then
staff it with a long-term director
and a full-time staff."
With the progress that has been
made and the plans made for the
future the Center for River Studies,
like the river itself, should keep
rolling along.
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